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Background and method 
1.1  Background 
OSPRI New Zealand is an industry organisation formed in 2013 with the merging of the Animal 
Health Board (AHB) and NAIT; it takes over the roles these two organisations previously held 
responsibility for.   This survey focuses on the TBfree New Zealand programme managed by 
OSPRI, it aims to obtain feedback on farmer experiences of bovine TB infection to see how TBfree 
New Zealand can improve it services. 

1.2 Method 
The survey was conducted via telephone at UMR Research’s national interview facility in 
Auckland.  A total of 71 farmers were surveyed from a database provided by OSPRI of 154 farmers 
that had been, or were TB infected; 15 of those interviewed were infected at the time of the survey 
and 56 had been infected previously. 

The telephone interviews took place from the 20th – 25th of May 2014. 

The margin of error for a sample size of 71 farmers from a population of 154 at the ‘95% 
confidence level’ is ± 8.57%. 

This is a top line table report that provides OSPRI with an early look at the results a written report 
will follow.    
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Topline tables 
 

LENGTH OF TB INFECTION 

How long has your herd been classified as infected with TB and under Movement Control? 

 
2014 

% 
6 months or less 8 
More than 6 months but less than a 1 year 21 
More than 1 year but less than 18 months 28 
More than 18 months but less that 2 years 14 
More than 2 years but less than 3 years 6 
More than 3 years but less than 4 years 6 
More than 4 years but less than 5 years 4 
More than 5 years but less than 10 years 6 
More than 10 years 7 
 
Base: All respondents (n=71) 
 

ESTIMATED FINANCIAL COST OF TB INFECTION 
Taking everything into account and regardless of how long your herd has been classified as infected with TB 
and under Movement Control can you please give us your best estimate to the nearest ten-thousand dollars 
of the total financial cost that you think you have incurred? 

 
2014 

% 
Less than $10,000 32 
More than $10,000 but less than $20,000 11 
More than $20,000 but less than $30,000 10 
More than $30,000 but less than $40,000 4 
More than $40,000 but less than $50,000 6 
More than $50,000 but less than $60,000 3 
More than $60,000 but less than $70,000 2 
More than $70,000 but less than $80,000 - 
More than $90,000 but less than $100,000 6 
More than $100,000 but less than $150,000 7 
More than $150,000 but less than $200,000 - 
More than $200,000 but less than $300,000 7 
More than $300,000 but less than $500,000 4 
More than $500,000 1 
 
Base: All respondents (n=71) 
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VERBATIM: IMPACT OF TB INFECTION ON FARM BUSINESS 

How would you describe the impact that TB infection in your herd is having on your farm business? 

Limits options for selling stock (30% overall) 
Loss of sales of top breeding stock/having to replace smaller animals/very good animals get slaughtered. 
Only when it comes to getting rid of surplus stock or finding extra feed. 
The sale of animals and more testing/ it is the extra hassle of testing the animals. 
It restricts you from selling stock they have to go straight to the works so you have to keep them right through to works 
weight. 
It limits your options for selling stock / you may as well have aids / it’s a huge impact. 
Just the reduced options of marketing product/and sales and market sales/reduced outlets. 
It has affected us with livestock sales, with our grazing partner - he can't buy in infected stock. 
It definitely stopped sales, had to keep stock on the place - added burden on stock management. 
It affected my ability to trade/ I bought calves from a sale and had to kill 25 out of 100 at a very young age. 
It has meant we have to carry over stock that we usually sell. 
We had to make change we couldn’t market surplus we had to take cull value/ because we set our business to not be 
impacted too much it didn’t have any other effect. 
It means we would have to manage our stock/smaller animals had to be put down because of the infection/couldn't sell 
or carry over cows/had to put those down as well. 
We had to change where we were going for some things/ we couldn’t sell our calves, we were selling TB calves so we 
changed to having extra beefy calves/ we have our own runoff so that lessened the impact. 
It was more of the sale of livestock/availability of grazing. 
It cuts your opportunities to nothing / you can't sell the stock / we missed out on bonuses / can’t do any off-grazing. 
Lack of selling stock and the grazing off/ended up buying a run off to graze stock. 
Creates more work, more testing (28% overall) 
Extra work for testing. 
There is a lot of extra work involved/ I never know what I am doing how many cows are to be slaughtered/ I have bought 
rubbish because they will be slaughtered in 6 months and it will be ongoing for years/ the last 2 winters I have to run TB 
reactors and as soon as they calve they are killed. 
It has made a lot more work for us / it means that now we can only deal with two grazers. 
It was a bit of a hassle but we managed to regrass when we had it so there was a good outcome. 
Major - you can’t shift stock and sale of stock is affected. 
It is all the hassles when you need to shift stock and really impacts on your work level. 
Horrendous/ we were testing every 60 days 1700 cows so that is a significant added work load/ the pressure on finance/ 
the good reputation that my parents had built over many years has gone. 
We are not an economic farm/I have to go off farm to recoup back losses of monies/its winter now so a lot less intensive 
it’s just a real pain to keep rounding up for tests that really are not effective. 
It added to our work load, we had to do extra tests. 
It created more work keeping the young stock at home and the testing for clear status on the farm was a lot of work. 
It was hugely constraining, but the constraints are totally understandable. It created a massive workload / big 
management. 
It’s just a lot more intense paper work/and movement of stock/not to bad just a lot of extra work/bleeding stock and things 
like that. 
It was necessary to conduct tests / it took up my time. 
Everything takes a lot more time and effort. 
Quite high for work and stress levels. 
It had a potential impact as we were getting some dairy grazers in and we had to get cleared before we could graze 
them. We just stuck to the recommendations, it was inconvenient but not the end of the world/ the worst part was that we 
didn’t have good handling facilities so we had to get that sorted. 
 
Table continued on the next page... 
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VERBATIM: IMPACT OF TB INFECTION ON FARM BUSINESS CONT. 

How would you describe the impact that TB infection in your herd is having on your farm business? 

Impact was minor/not significant (27% overall) 
None really, not over stocked/the runoff is our own so not paying for grazing. 
Minimal/it does happen but not financially. 
It is fairly minimal because if the herd has been infected for over a long period prior so it has become a part of stock and 
farm management. 
No financial impact, it was just a one off event with one reactor. 
Not majorly because we had an exceptionally good TB person who allowed us to manage the business while keeping the 
quarantine controls. 
Not much, not living off it. 
We were lucky that the infection occurred at a time when we were only fattening stock, not selling them; we had plenty of 
feed and did not have to offload stock. 
It wasn’t huge, we were lucky that we finish everything/ it was easier this time as we weren’t finishing stock the first time. 
A TB infection would cripple me. As it happens, my father and I run two farms, both in a family trust. I do breeding and he 
does finishing. I was able to sell my stock to him because he was in the same situation as me - under movement control / 
so in actuality we weren’t greatly affected, just cost / time for testing, etc. 
Didn’t really have any impact at all. 
It didn't really make any difference/only losing a cow/only a reduced value of a sale. 
Not terribly great as my income is derived around milk. 
It’s an issue that’s always there, but has not greatly affected us, we just live with it. 
It was minimal, as it was calves that had to be slaughtered, and our main income is from milking. 
It doesn't really affect us, because we’re not selling stock for anything other than meat. 
Wasn’t that bad, no major impact. 
Minor. 
Not a great impact - we've been able to get rid of it fairly quickly, the neighbours have been good about it. 
Reduces grazing options/grazing more expensive (15% overall) 
We struggle to find grazing and having to pay high prices when we do / when we slaughter our stock we never seem to 
get the replacement cost. 
Emotional and less options of grazing, no stock sales. 
It cost us more to get grazing for the animals and there is stigma. 
Couldn't put out cows for grazing / loss of production / couldn't lease in more stock. 
Emotional impact - stressful, frustrating (10% overall) 
It was frustrating and a hassle, my farm is 830ha, but only 34ha were under movement control. 
Stressful - the continuing aspects that come into it. 
A frustrating experience. 
It was only one animal that was infected, so getting back to clean bill of health was fairly quick, but it was a stressful 
experience. 
Initially, the stress / secondly impact of having to test more regularly / having to spend more time in the yards. 
More mental stress/logistics and stock/movement in stock restricted/it wasn't a big issue. 
There was a major impact (8% overall) 
A huge impact/finding graze and not been able to sell animals/can't supply the export market/if trying to take TB cow they 
would only allow 65 percent on their valuation, not your valuation/it should be an independent valuation. 
A major impact / could not sell any calves because of the test done just before sale time / had to send all my adult stock 
to the works. 
Pretty devastating / we could only live day by day, we couldn't plan. 
A huge impact - put a lot of strain on our business, had to buy new stock. 
It’s definitely held my business back. 
We've had to go to a two year policy, i.e. carrying cattle through to two years old. Having to test all of the cattle every 
year. 
Restrictions on mobility (6% overall) 
It’s just the lack of mobility, missed opportunities for grazing. 
Other (6%) 
Moderate impact. 
It has disrupted the ability to make decisions concerning the business, e.g. selling bobby calves. 
Initially it was a bit of a shock but once we got our head around it we changed what we were doing and handled it well. 
There is a bit of trouble with trying to sell the farm if it has previously been TB infected. 
 
Base: All respondents (n=71) 
NB: Question is multiple response – verbatims are categorised according to the first issue they raised 
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SOCIAL IMPACT OF TB INFECTION 
In each of the following areas would you say TB infection in your herd has had a very negative impact, a 
negative impact, a medium impact, a low impact or no impact at all? 

 On your personal 
wellbeing 

On your family 

Your local 
community and 
other farmers 
around you 

Very negative impact  17 13 7 
Negative impact 15 11 18 
TOTAL NEGATIVE IMPACT 32 24 25 
Medium impact 27 15 16 
Low impact 35 37 37 
No impact at all 6 23 21 
TOTAL LOW/NO IMPACT 41 60 58 
Unsure - 1 1 
 
Base: All respondents (n=71) 
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VERBATIM: IMPACT OF TB INFECTION ON PERSONAL WELLBEING 
Please describe the impact that having TB infection in your herd is having on your personal wellbeing?   If you are not 
comfortable answering this question please say so. 
Emotional impact - stressful, frustrating, depressing (57% overall) 
Just added to a bit of stress. 
It was a bit more stress knowing that it was there - you have to get on and get over it. 
When I found out I went to the pub, you always meet someone worse off than you there. 
It was a hell of a shock. 
It was something you just have to deal with - it was pain in the backside. 
Mental stress/can't move stock/farming practise/how to put up with people/part of the process. 
Just pissed off that it happened, and incurred extra work in tests and so on. 
Just frustrating, I didn’t have any health problems but I can understand how people would. 
It was the added stress on me, but you just deal with it. 
It was quite worrying you don’t know/ it has an impact after you have been cleared you worry for each test and when you 
send stock to the works. 
The stress and depression/ I managed the family farm so with work pressure and the slaughtering of cows that I had for 
many years. 
An increase in stress levels. 
I have stress. 
It was stressful / a feeling that it is out of your hands / not knowing how the infection got to my farm. 
It’s soul-destroying and affects the entire business. Not much you can do about it. 
It’s hard to watch the stock going for slaughter and hear comments from other farmers. 
Extra stress of getting your head around what's happened and how you are going to combat it. 
Higher stress and the extra work added a considerable workload. 
It’s been very stressful because there is nothing I can do about it. It is the biggest problem I have faced as a farmer. 
Every time there is a test you stew over it and it is a long process, there is nothing you can do but you think about it. 
Makes it harder. 
It’s very depressing when you are breeding high quality stock and you have to sit back and watch them disappear. 
It’s a concern and I do have less options/financial extra tests/more work for testing but humbled and try to keep a 
balanced approach. 
It’s quite crushing to send perfectly good cows to be slaughtered when they are worth $2000 and we only get $400 from 
the abattoir. It’s not good for the graziers - they work hard to be TB free and we come along and infect them afresh - the 
grazier was no longer able to graze the public's stock. 
Creates more work for me (19% overall) 
The extra work load and organising all the extra bits and pieces and arranging the stock movement and grazing. 
It made farming decisions more difficult, especially for decisions on how things were to be sorted out with TB on the 
farm/which I thought we didn’t have but the cow which came off the farm to be milked and grazed still querying this as 
correct information. 
Extra work involved/trying for clear status for market, etc. 
It's the time it takes up / you have to test regularly / can't sell calves. 
It requires more organising by me, more report writing, etc. 
Impact was minor/not significant (10% overall) 
It really had a low impact. 
Again it came down to the TB free person, it didn’t faze us too majorly. 
The first time was a bit of a concern, but once we dealt with it and got our head around it, it was okay. 
None. 
Had to deal with the stigma/comments from other farmers (10% overall) 
There's a stigma about having TB / have spend hundreds of thousands of my own money trying to eradicate TB. 
There was a major impact (7% overall) 
It really knocked us around/even though we don’t live off it as the main income; it is a lifestyle block living thing. 
In the initial stage it has a very large impact - you feel like a leper. 
Financial burdens/was share milking at the time/no way of moving on. 
There was a moderate impact (5% overall) 
A medium impact/had been cleared for two years before infection/I had to put them down before selling. 
A bit of a pain/I have to go off farm to recoup money and testing is expensive. 
Other (7%) 
You've got no control / you can send your stock off to the works and be told it’s TB infected. 
We’ve always had to deal with the issues. 
Can’t think how to word it. 
 
Base: Farmers that said TB infection in their herd is having a ‘very negative’, ‘negative’ or ‘medium’ impact on their 
personal wellbeing (n=42) 
NB: Question is multiple response – verbatims are categorised according to the first issue they raised 
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VERBATIM: IMPACT OF TB INFECTION ON FAMILY 
Please describe the impact that having TB infection in your herd is having on your family? 

Emotional impact - stressful, frustrating (50% overall - of which 14% state personal stress is passed on) 
My wife suffers the same it really stresses her out. 
Very frustrating, the testing creates a lot of work. 
Just to know how we would carry on. 
Very negative/they were grateful it was not our main source of our income - I had another job - but the stress it caused 
affected all of us. 
My wife and I - it was very very distressing. 
Family farm/they work on farm too/more work for the testing/watching out for others stock also high stress. 
Stress. 
It’s the stress and worry - if we didn’t make clearance for sale of farm or stock. 
Frustration to say how to the management of the farm without all the extra issues. 
They've got to live with it - they can't get away from it any more than I can. 
I come home stressed. 
They had to put up with me/they had the financials in place. 
Huge amount of pressure it affects everyone when one is under pressure/ my five year old was aware and you then 
know that it is trickling down. 
Having to put up with me being stressed. 
Impact was minor/not significant (21% overall) 
Probably not on them. 
There is just the 2 of us so it didn’t affect them too much. 
Medium to low impact but no great stress. 
They didn’t really understand what it was. 
Probably none. 
None. 
Creates more work (18% overall) 
Extra work on the farm. 
With me being away/it was harder on family to keep up with the everyday farming and me just not being there – a lack of 
support and lack of funds. 
Just in the time taken to deal with this. 
Had to deal with the stigma/comments from other farmers (7% overall) 
Also suffered from stigma in the neighbourhood. Money that should have been spent on the home and family has had to 
be spent on TB control. 
We did go through a tough time - have to take remarks from other families in the area. 
There was a moderate impact (4% overall) 
Moderate, but I work for my father in law so we all just mucked in. 
Other (7%) 
I'm managing the farm for my 84-year old father. The business gets in your head, there is no TB testing when hunters 
sell the deer they have shot. 
A frequent topic of conversation between me and my wife - realising that a lot of the decisions are out of our hands. 
 
Base: Farmers that said TB infection in their herd is having a ‘very negative’, ‘negative’ or ‘medium’ impact on their family 
(n=28) 
NB: Question is multiple response – verbatims are categorised according to the first issue they raised 
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VERBATIM: IMPACT OF TB INFECTION ON LOCAL COMMUNITY 
Please describe the impact that having TB infection in your herd is having on your local community and other farmers 
around you? 
They are concerned they will get infected (17% overall) 
Assume they are going to infect their herd. 
One of the neighbours is very concerned that his herd will get it/ he shifts his cows away from the boundary when mine 
are nearby. 
You're regarded as a bit of a leper. 
It was very alarming. 
It is a worry of cross contamination/the extra testing if infected. 
Not good/they are not happy about it (17% overall) 
The fact I can’t move stock/keeping stock away from boundary fences around us and the moral factor for farmers. 
It is never a good thing, we had never had TB so it is always a worry. 
Difficulties of management and stress. 
Not understanding of our situation - ignorant and arrogant. 
Some neighbours weren't happy about it, others were panicking. Hasn’t had impact up to just a few days ago - I hear 
there was a meeting in which I was labelled as the one who introduced the TB into the area. 
Others in the area also have TB (14% overall) 
A lot of farmers have movement control too/when I bought the farm it had TB/and was told I would never be able to fully 
be cleared of TB/the constant testing for TB is every ten months is a inconvenience and a hassle but it’s because of the 
TB in my herd and with other farmers herds locally too. 
A neighbour had it worse off than I did. He had TB in his herd of deer, half his stock was infected by TB which made it 
very difficult to sell or use other non infected stock/it was his income. 
Most of the farmers in the area have infections / a local dairy farmer has been TB free and now he's been told he has it, 
he is shattered. 
The whole road had TB infections. 
They are supportive (10% overall) 
It was probably a lot of misunderstanding what it was and caused a bit of unneeded hysteria but once they realised they 
weren’t in as much danger they thought it was okay. 
It was the first outbreak for many years so it got the community thinking and talking about TB and questioning the 
systems we use. To an extent it was positive but they were really supportive. 
Most were pretty good/ one neighbour we had caused a bit of trouble but most were very helpful and supportive. 
Has created more work for them (7% overall) 
Extra testing for them for any contamination/in an area where there was none. 
If they are within a certain kilometre range, they have to have the TB testing as well. 
They needed to find another grazing area (3% overall) 
Our infection has made our neighbours have to find other grazing land - they can't put their stock on the same pasture as 
ours. 
A financial impact (3% overall) 
It’s a financial impact / they would like to move their livestock out of area for grazing, but they can't. 
No impact (3% overall) 
Probably nil also. 
Other (14%) 
Not great because low stock movement it was a big farm so you can manage it. 
Generally we only lose one or two animals at a time / some farmers may put up extra fencing, but this is quite rare. 
It had an impact with the testing yard/TB yard for testing/no control on testing because of circumstances. 
The effect it has had on us with the infection of TB is a worry. I grew up with it in our family - we knew the effect it can 
have on farming families - they sold up because of TB. My mum and dad had twenty percent of infection in their stock 
and it was very hard to stay farming. 
Don't know/no comment (10%) 
Never really had any feedback on that. 
No comment. 
Can’t answer that - only that you're told to keep it quiet if you are infected. 
 
Base: Farmers that said TB infection in their herd is having a ‘very negative’, ‘negative’ or ‘medium’ impact on their local 
community and other farmers around them (n=29) 
NB: Question is multiple response – verbatims are categorised according to the first issue they raised 
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Demographic tables 
 

DEMOGRAPHICS 
 2014 

% 
Bovine TB infection status  
Currently have bovine TB infection 21 
Previously had bovine TB infection 79 
Main source of farm income  
Dairy 63 
Beef 18 
Sheep 17 
Deer 2 
Size of farm  
50 or less 3 
51 to 100 7 
101 to 150 11 
151 to 200 17 
201 to 350 11 
351 to 500 16 
More than 500 35 
Length of infection  
6 months or less 8 
More than 6 months but less than a 1 year 21 
More than 1 year but less than 18 months 28 
More than 18 months but less that 2 years 14 
More than 2 years but less than 3 years 6 
More than 3 years but less than 4 years 6 
More than 4 years but less than 5 years 4 
More than 5 years but less than 10 years 6 
More than 10 years 7 
 
Base: All respondents (n=71) 
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